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Heen-year-ald China resi-
dent Chandra Marris is a
typical California

teenager. With lang black hair
and big dark eyes, Chandra is
a beautiful girl who is excited
about her driver's permit,
school. friends and church
activities, She is an honor stu- I
dent at Don Lugo High School,
where she DJ?int?jns a 4.08
GPA.

One would IlN& gce;s that
Chandra's life began mncb dif-
ferently in faraway India.

At birth, Chandra weighed
1 pound, 10 ounces and was
nursed to health by valunteers
at the Internatianal Missian of
Hope. When she was 3 months
old, she weighed 4 pounds, 6
ounces and was adopted by
Bret and Susan Marris. During
her first two years of life,
Chandra was hooked up to a
breathing monitor because of
apnea, a periodic cessatian of
breathing. By age 2, she had
.outgrown the malady and was
in perfect health.

"She's our miracle baby,"
said Susan, a homemaker and
licensed vacatianal nurse.
Susan and Bret, a sales repre-
sentative, also adapted
10-year-ald Andrew from
Mexico and S-year-ald Amber
from this country. All of the
children were adapted as
infants and all of them are
healthy, well-adjusted and typ-
ical American kids.

Bret and Susan were unable
to have children and consid-
ered internatianal adoptian
because the waiting periad is
shorter than it is for domestic
adoptians.

"It was a lot easier," Susan
said. "They didn't have as
many restrictians on every-
thing and the wait was a lot
less. You didn't have the risk of
the parent coming back."

The Marrises, wha are
white, were open to adapting a
child of any race or ethnic
backgraund.

"Far us, a child was a gift of
God," Susan said. "It did not
matter to us what natianality or
what race they were. A blend-
ed family was fine with us."
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Each ad~p~~ anrefent
for Bret and Susan, but adopt-
ing Andrew from Mexico was
by far the most camplicated
and the mast expensive.
Susan's perseverance and past
experience as an adoption
agency emplayee paid off in
the lonq run.

"You have to be persistent,"
she said. "You have to really,
really want it. " "

Susan made weekly trips to
Mexico to visit Andrew and
take diapers and money to his
foster family. She also camped
out at the consulate. had her
dacuments transcribed and her
home study translated into
Spanish. After two months. her
effarts resulted in the adoptian
of Andrew.

"Ematianally, it was hard
because I had seen him, but 1
had to leave him dawn there,"
she recalled.

While in Mexica, Bret and
Susan met 10 other families
who were trying to adapt chil-
dren, but none of them were
able to get a child home legally.

"It's very, very hard to legal-
ly adapt fromMexica," she
said. "I wouldn't recammend
it. "

High fees from Mexican
lawyers and the ineffectiveness;
of their naw-defuhct San
Diega adaptian agency pushed
the Marris' adoption bill
beyand $20,000, compared
with about $5,000 for their
ather two adoptians.

Susan advises those "who
are considering international
adoptian to do fueir home-
WOIk.

"You have to be very leery
and check your adoption
saurce to make sure it's a legit-
imate agency,· she said.

She also recommends
patience and preparation.

"Have the time and money
available to do it when you
staft the process," "he said.

"You can get a call to travel to
another country."

Ka~eeI'!- m~rk, who adopt-
ed a little grrl from Russia and
was featured in last week's col-
umn, offers additional advice
and encauragement.

"Hang in there and ga far it
no matter haw difficult it
looks," she said. "1would say
not to be discauraged. Talk to
ather peaple and get the sup-
part of those who've gone
thraugh it. "
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